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SAFE offers survivors of domestic and sexual violence options for safety, empowerment, healing, and hope

More turn to SAFE in 2015

ore people turned to SAFE

for help in 2015 as a rising

tide of domestic violence
and sexual assault swept over in
Wilkes County.

“The need for SAFE’s services is grow-
ing,” SAFE executive director Sharon
Bell said. SAFE showed big jumps in
demand for almost all its programs in
2015, she said.

MORE SEEK SAFE SHELTER

The number of people
housed at SAFE’s 14-
bed shelter for violence
victims went up 40%
last year. The shelter
served 218 people in
2015, including 75 chil-
dren.

Demand
for SAFE’s
services

surged in
2015

Not only are more peo-
ple staying at the shel-
ter, but those who are
there are staying longer.
The number of nights
stayed went up 58% in 2015. The
longer stays reflect a shortage of suita-
ble transitional and long-term housing
options for victims, Mrs. Bell said.

CRISIS CALLS SET A RECORD

Calls to 838-SAFE, the agency’s 24-7
crisis line went up 35% last year, set-
ting an all-time record. Demand for

assistance with protective orders in-
creased 56% in 2015.

“More people are aware of SAFE'’s ser-
vices, and we’re doing a better job of
connecting folks to other resources,”
Mrs. Bell said.

NEW CHILD ADVOCACY CENTER
WIDENS ITS REACH IN 2015

2015 was SAFE Spot Child Advocacy
Center’s first full year in its new facili-
ty on College Avenue in Wilkesboro.
The number of abused children served
by SAFE Spot went up 80% in 2015 as
the center added in-
house forensic inter-
view services. The
center served 101 chil-
dren in 2015, and that
number is expected to
rise as SAFE Spot adds
in-house medical ser-
vices this year.

RAPE RESPONSES
DOWN IN 2015

Bucking the trend, the
number of sexual as-
sault responses at Wilkes Regional
Medical Center went down 19%, but
the dip doesn’t necessarily reflect a
decline in the number of victims. Ex-
perts say most rapes nationwide are
not reported, and the same is thought
to be true here.

“We have an opportunity to increase
awareness and change the mindset of
the community around sexual assault,”
Mrs. Bell said. 3/

NEED HELP? WE’'RE HERE 24-7 AT 838-SAFE
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A look at 2015 by
the numbers

2015 brought many
positive changes at 3

SAFE

2015 SAFE Honor 45
Roll of Givers

2015 Memorials 5

and Honorary Gifts
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2015 - BY THE NUMBERS
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2,106

nights of safe shelter
provided

1,992

incidences
of advocacy,
including help with
legal protection

218 Nl o e
adults and children 323

]
provided safe shelter
callers helped .
143 adults at 838-SAFE, 563 client transports
75 children

our 24-7 crisis line

38

abused children
provided therapy

0@ [[] o0
ab?gg:gs-es 26

coordinated by sexual assault victims helped at
SAFE Spot Wilkes Regional

referrals to
community resources

96R)

2,885

hours of peer counseling

76

group therapy sessions

73

children’s therapy sessions
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2015 a year of change at SAFE

015 brought many
positive changes at
SAFE.

EXPERIENCED NEW
LEADERSHIP

In July, Sharon Bell began
as SAFE'’s executive direc-
tor, succeeding interim
director Glenda Andrews.
Mrs. Bell brings two dec-
ades of non-profit experi-
ence to SAFE, including 15
years in senior manage-
ment positions.

0l dve
of domestic violenc
sexual assault and
child abuse first

SUPPORT GROUPS HELP

SURVIVORS HEAL
hand,

In August, SAFE launched
| feel so strongly

two new support groups
for violence survivors. The
domestic violence and sex-
ual assault survivor groups
meet twice a month at the

does. O

SAFE Executive Director
Sharon Bell

See

S, Spot program director Shellie

and

SlhEUn e ae SAF:Emultiple agencies. SAFE Spot

SAFE office on College Ave-
nue. Shelter staff offer an additional group meet-
ing for shelter residents.

Donyetta Felder, SAFE’s vic-
tim services coordinator,
says the groups help survi-
vors heal and support one
another after abuse.

“We believe in the inherent
health and resiliency of sur-
vivors,” Donyetta said. “We
are blessed to support and
empower our clients throughout their journey to-
ward healing.”

SAFE Advocate
Donyetta Felder

CENTER HELPS CHILD VICTIMS GET JUSTICE

The addition of in-house forensic interviews at
SAFE Spot Child Advocacy Center led to a big in-
crease in the number of interviews.

That’s good news for Wilkes County children. Vic-
tim interviews are carefully conducted to mini-
mize trauma to the child, and they’re recorded, so
abused children don’t have to tell their stories
over and over.

These interviews are used to support prosecution
of sex offenders. Of the cases in which charges
were filed, six defendants pled guilty, one defend-
ant was convicted at trial, and no defendants were
acquitted in 2015.

r'I‘hoge rfle§ults€11<f:a1fte?1 §AF‘ES

Bowlin.

“Suqgegsfulgproseqytipy of of-
fenders is a team effort across

fosters a multidisciplinary ap-
proach to facilitate prosecution
of offenders and healing of vic-
tims and their families,” she
said.

SAFE Spot’s
Shellie Bowlin

COMMUNITY SUPPORT STRONG IN 2015

As SAFE met the needs of a hurting community,
the community stepped up by increasing its sup-
port of SAFE. SAFE’s annual breakfast fundraiser
May 28th set attendance and fundraising records.
We got more support than ever from donors like
you, a trend we hope will continue in 2016. 3/

To review SAFE’s audited financial statement and
2015 IRS filing, visit www.safewilkes.org and click
the Guidestar icon.


http://www.safespotwilkes.org/stewards
http://www.safespotwilkes.org/stewards
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Mrs. Glenda Andrews
Ms. Gerianne Hannibal

The Health Foundation, Inc.

The Kulynych Family Foundation I
The Kulynych Family Foundation II

Mr. & Mrs. Robert Black

Mr. & Mrs. Frederick Brason

Mr. & Mrs. Clyde Cook, Jr.
Mr. & Mrs. Claude Faw
Mr. & Mrs. Vaughn Hayes
Mr. & Mrs. William Hurd

Anonymous

Mr. Harold N. Armstrong, Jr.

Ms. Vanessa Church

Combs Construction Co.

First Baptist Church North Wilkesboro
Mr. & Mrs. Chuck Forester

Mr. & Mrs. James N. Andrews

Ms. Karen Billings

Dr. & Mrs. John Bond

Brame-Huie Pharmacy

Ms. Cynthia Brown

Mr. & Mrs. Dan Bumgarner

Ms. Teresa Canter & Mr. Patrick
Zander

Ms. Mary Anne Caplinger

Mr. & Mrs. William A. Clark

Mrs. George Collins

Patrons

T 1T OAT

Sponsors
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Mr. & Mrs. Michael Goodman
Mr. & Mrs. Michael Lentz
Lowe’s Fulfillment and Optimization

Team
McLean Floor Coverings
Dr. Tony C. Randall

Friends
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Mr. & Mrs. Charles Combs
Mr. & Mrs. Gary Corley
Dr. & Mrs. Kenneth Curl
Mr. & Mrs. Edward Curtis
Mrs. Wendell Edgerton
First United Methodist Church UMW
Mr. Steven B. Foster
Mr. David Greenwood & Ms. Margaret
McCann
Ms. Norma J. Greene
Mr. & Mrs. Ted Hall
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Mr. Tom Morris
Ms. Ina J. Parker
Mr. & Mrs. Charles Parker
The Robert Strickland Family Foundation
The Wells Fargo Foundation
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Mr. & Mrs. Arnold Lakey
Ms. Holly Love
Mr. & Mrs. Tim Murphy
Rid-a-Bug Exterminating
Mr. & Mrs. Bradford C. Shinaman
Ms. N. Susan Whittington
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Mr. & Mrs. Joseph C. Richardson
Ms. Sandra Sheppard

Mr. & Mrs. James Smoak

Mrs. Mary Spears

Mr. & Mrs. Barry Wald
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Ms. Laura Yanes & Dr. Scott Jessee
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Mr. Randall K. Hayes

Mrs. Bebe Anderson Hennessy
Mr. & Mrs. Daniel Holman

Mr. & Mrs. Brian Huffman

Mr. & Mrs. Dennis Huggins
Mrs. Alison Huskey

Ms. Tamara Johnson

Mr. & Mrs. Joe Dean Ledbetter, Jr.

Mr. & Mrs. Matt Ledford
Mr. & Mrs. Erik Littrup
Ms. Debra Mancusi
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Mr. & Mrs. Joe Manolovich
Mr. & Mrs. David McNeill
Mr. & Mrs. Charles Mitchell
Mr. & Mrs. David Moulton
Mr. & Mrs. Bruce E. Nolin
Mr. & Mrs. Ronald Osborne
Outfitters4

Mr. & Mrs. John Overby
Mr. & Mrs. Jim Parker

Mr. & Mrs. Larry Pendry
Ms. Deloris Porter

Mr. & Mrs. Charles Reavis
Mr. Jim Sebastian

Mr. & Mrs. Micah Sidden
Mr. & Mrs. Glenn Smith
Mrs. Gordon Smoak

Mr. & Mrs. Mike Southwell
Dr. & Mrs. Dean E. Sprinkle

Mr. & Mrs. Ray Stone
Stroud-Miller Insurance

Mr. & Mrs. Alvin Sturdivant

Ms. Frances Tharpe

The 50's Snack Bar

Mr. & Mrs. Jesse Walsh, Jr.

Mr. & Mrs. William Watts

Mr. & Mrs. Charles E. White, Jr.
Woodmen of the World Lodge 969

Ms. Denna Parsons

Mr. & Mrs. Brian Absher
Mr. & Mrs. Jerry Absher
Mr. & Mrs. Bob Baker

Mr. & Mrs. Ronnie Barker
Mr. & Mrs. Johnny Billings
Ms. Kendra Blevins

Mr. & Mrs. Tom Boyette
Mr. & Mrs. Clyde Brown Jr.
Ms. Carrie Bueno

Mr. & Mrs. Sam Call

Mr. Edwin J. Canter

Mr. & Mrs. ].W. Canter

Mr. & Mrs. Ken Canter
Mrs. Don Cheek

Mr. & Mrs. Brian Childress
Ms. Michelle Coleman

Mr. & Mrs. Buddy Connor
Cool Springs UMW

Mr. & Mrs. Gary St
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Supporters
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Mrs. Ashley Crumpton

Ms. Janet Dillard

Mr. & Mrs. Charles Drum

Mr. & Mrs. Charles Dudek
Mr. & Mrs. Daniel Duncan
Mrs. Lynn Durchman

Mr. & Mrs. Mark Edmiston
Ms. Cynthia Eller

Mr. & Mrs. Nolan Eller

Mr. & Mrs. Gene Faile

Ms. Beth Foster

Mr. & Mrs. Kenneth Foster
Mr. & Mrs. Richard Galloway
Dr. Mark Glanzer

Mr. & Mrs. Fred Graf

Jamie Holloway

Mrs. Rebecca Hubbard

Mr. & Mrs. Eric Huffman
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Mayor Robert Johnson

Ms. Mary L. Kornegay

Mrs. Barbara Ledford

Mr. & Mrs. David Ledford
Mr. & Mrs. Keith Lenderman
Ms. Janet Lester

Mr. Armando Limon

Mr. & Mrs. Jeff Lovette

Mr. & Mrs. Keith Lyon

Ms. Beth Marsh

Ms. Tracie M. McMillan

Mr. & Mrs. Mike McNeil

Ms. Julie McNeill

Mr. & Mrs. Richard McNeill
Ms. Sheny Mejia

Mr. & Mrs. Kenneth Moncus
Ms. Betty Morris

Ms. April Nichols
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Mr. & Mrs. Ken Noland

Mr. Arlen Rash

Mr. & Mrs. James Redies

Mr. & Mrs. Steven Sciascia

Mr. & Mrs. Jeff Smith

Ms. Betty Stamper

Mr. & Mrs. Phil Stevens

Mr. James Swofford

Ms. Tammy Trivette

Ms. Gail Walsh

Mr. Murphy Webber

Wells Fargo 421 Wilkesboro
employees

Mr. & Mrs. Tim Wentz

Mr. & Mrs. Hal Wilson

Mr. & Mrs. Joseph Wilson
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Mr. & Mrs. Clyde Brown, Jr.
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INSIDE: 2015 SAFE ANNUAL REPORT

AFE, Communities In Schools and the Wilkes County
Partnership for Children have teamed up on a major
initiative to prevent child sexual abuse.

Over the next five years, the agencies will work to train five
percent of the adult population of Wilkes County in Stewards
of Children. Stewards is a free, two-hour program that edu-
cates adults about steps they can take to prevent, recognize
and react responsibly to child sexual abuse.

TRAINING GOAL: REACH 2,000 ADULTS IN WILKES

Training 2,000 peo-
ple won’t be easy,
but the payoff will be
a community that's
safer for children.

STEWARDS
OF CHILDREN"

a program by DARKNESS TO LIGHT

“By reaching five percent of our adult population, we’ll hit a
tipping point where abuse prevention starts to become sec-
ond nature in Wilkes County,” says SAFE Spot Child Advocacy
Center’s Tim Murphy, a Stewards of Children facilitator. “Our
goal is to see abuse prevention practices become common-
place everywhere our kids are, including their homes,
schools, churches and all youth activities.”

Training efforts began last November and more than 300
adults have already been trained. Organizers are actively
seeking churches, schools, child care centers, and other
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youth serving organizations to host
trainings for professionals and parents.

PARTICIPANTS PRAISE PROGRAM

“Participants find Stewards compel-
ling,” Tim says. “They learn prevention
principles through the stories of survi-
vors who find hope after abuse. They
leave motivated and equipped to keep
kids safe.”

Stewards facilitator

Stewards training is offered free of Tim Murphy

charge thanks to support from the

United Way of Wilkes County, The Health Foundation and the
Kulynych Family Foundation.

The next open Stewards of Children training is May 24th, The
training is free and the public is invited.

Find upcoming trainings and sign up online at
www.safespotwilkes.org/stewards


http://www.safespotwilkes.org/stewards
http://www.facebook.com/

